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Whereas, 

This country is a nation of immigrants. Other than the native peoples of the Americas, every one of our families                    
came here from somewhere else. Some came by choice, some by necessity, and others in chains. As we have                   
developed as a nation, each of us has contributed to the growth and prosperity of America in our own way. And                     
our nation has been most successful and most true to its ideals when that prosperity has been shared among all                    
of us. 

Despite that history and our country’s continuing reliance on the influx of new Americans of all backgrounds and                  
skill sets, the Trump administration has exhibited an almost unprecedented level of hostility toward our               
immigrant brothers and sisters and has vigorously engaged in deportation and border enforcement practices              
that are legally questionable and unquestionably immoral. Even now, during the COVID-19 crisis, the current               
administration is using the pandemic as an excuse to conduct more raids, facilitate more deportations, and expel                 
asylum seekers. In addition to the current administration’s cruel detention and deportation practices, the              
atmosphere of fear and terror that the Trump administration has cultivated within immigrant communities with               
its policies is no less deplorable, since, in addition to the psychological stress, it discourages immigrants from                 
seeking medical attention, reporting crimes, and even children from going to school. The current administration               
has also sought to impose immigration, travel, and asylum criteria that can be described as no less than                  
xenophobic and bigoted. We must roll back these policies, halt deportations, close detention centers, and               
decriminalize border crossings. 

Even before the grotesque rhetoric and cruel acts of the current administration, there was already a                
decades-long need in the United States to overhaul immigration policy in a way that makes it just, fair, and                   
humane. The fact that there have been so many tragic stories of long-term residents being detained and even                  
deported under this administration is a result of an immigration system that made it nearly impossible to attain                  
legal residency and thus left them vulnerable. Moreover, current immigration policies have tended to place               
immigrant workers – documented and undocumented – in a weakened bargaining position with respect to their                
employers, while also denying them access to government programs and resources to which they have               
contributed taxes. For instance, for the first time in U.S. history, farmworkers have been officially declared                
“essential workers” under pandemic-related lockdown policies. Without their labor there would be no fruits,              
vegetables or dairy products in the stores. Yet, according to the National Agricultural Workers Survey by the U.S.                  
Department of Labor in 2017, half of all farmworkers are undocumented. Lack of legal status makes workers                 
ineligible for almost all public benefits. Emergency rooms normally must accept people with serious conditions               
regardless of status, but for the undocumented that usually means no healthcare – a cruel and unjust situation                  
to be in for workers who are disproportionately at risk of contracting the virus due to the work that they do.                     
Needless to say, undocumented immigrants have not been eligible for COVID-19-related relief. We must              
increase the labor rights of immigrants, simplify the path toward legal status, and decouple legal status from the                  
receipt of public benefits. 

Likewise of concern is the fact that, while immigration policy reform has been continually deferred, the                
bureaucratic machinery for enforcing immigration and border policy has continued to balloon, which creates a               
force inherently opposed to fundamental changes in immigration law and institutionally interested in increasing              
its power and funding. We must scale back this machinery and reorganize and/or eliminate existing agencies,                
while reassigning excess workers to more productive federal work. 



Lastly, decades of unwise U.S. trade and foreign policies have contributed to the social, political, economic, and                 
environmental destabilization of countries all around the world, particularly Central America and most lately the               
Middle East. The United States must discontinue foreign military and para-military interventions abroad as well               
as trade and lending policies that mire developing-country trade partners in debt, while hobbling their economic                
development. Furthermore, it should work with developing country trade partners to develop the capacity to               
make a just transition to a sustainable economy based on renewable energy, storage, and efficiency through a                 
Green New Deal. The U.S. must also accept the role it has played in destabilizing many parts of the world and                     
increase its intake of refugees – particularly from Central America, the Middle East and South Asia. Therefore, be                  
it 

Therefore, be it resolved, that the Convention calls on the Virginia Delegation to United States Congress: US                 
Senators Tim Kaine and Mark Warner, along with US Representatives Don Beyer, Gerry Connolly, Elaine Luria,                
Donald MacEachin, Bobby Scott, Abigail Spanberger, and Jennifer Wexton to pursue the following in Congress: 

1. pass the Federal Immigrant Release for Safety and Security Together Act (FIRST Act), which would require                
the release of most individuals detained by ICE during a national emergency related to a communicable                
disease;  

2. enact legislation for a swift, fair pathway to citizenship for the 11 million unauthorized immigrants currently                
living, working, and contributing in America today that 1) ensures the path to citizenship is broad, inclusive,                 
and minimizes financial burdens, 2) establishes a path to legal permanent status and citizenship within five                
years, 3) ensures that old or low-level contacts with the criminal justice system, such as marijuana                
possession, do not automatically prevent undocumented immigrants from attaining citizenship, 4) prioritizes            
expedited citizenship for undocumented youth, and 5) ensures that any path to citizenship does not come                
with a reduction in traditional, family-based visas;  

3. enact legislation to decriminalize border crossings; 
4. pass the National Origin-Based Antidiscrimination for Nonimmigrants (NO BAN) Act, would repeal several             

iterations of the travel ban and ensure that no future administration could issue similar bans that would                 
block immigrants from entering the United States based on their religion; 

5. pass the Dignity for Detained Immigrants Act which would fundamentally reform our immigration detention              
system;  

6. enact legislation to break up ICE and CBP and redistribute their functions to their proper authorities so that                  
1) deportation, enforcement, border and investigatory authority would return to the Department of Justice,              
2) customs authority would return to the Treasury Department, and 3) naturalization and citizenship              
authority would be given to the State Department and reorients border enforcement to stemming the flow                
of firearms and drugs at ports of entry that have contributed to the opioid epidemic, ensuring that labor                  
standards on the border are enforced, and stopping human trafficking;  

7. enact legislation to end the use of DNA testing and facial recognition technology for immigration and border                 
enforcement; 

8. pass the Protecting Our Workers from Exploitation and Retaliation (POWER) Act, which would expand the               
U-visa to protect undocumented immigrants who report labor and workplace violations;  

9. enact legislation to restructure work visas to make them portable and do not trap immigrant workers at a                  
single workplace, are self-petitioning to protect workers from unscrupulous “recruiters,” allow spouses to             
work, raise the prevailing wage, and include a pathway to citizenship for those seasonal workers who wish                 
to pursue it;  

10. enact legislation to strengthen labor protections for farmworkers, domestic workers, gig economy workers             
and other historically under-regulated industries that rely heavily on immigrant and undocumented            
workforces;  

11. enact a Domestic Workers Bill of Rights; and 
12. pass the Northern Triangle and Border Stabilization Act. 

 


