
The Virginia 2020 Democratic Convention 

Urges the Adoption of Ranked Choice Voting and Fair Representation 
 

 Fionnuala Fisk, 4th CD State Delegate; Timothy Dempsey, Timothy Dempsey, 8th CD State Delegate;  Saunders 

Ruffin, CD 4; Andrea Chavez, CD 3 
 

Whereas, 

The current public perception of domestic politics is negative, divided, and alienating. Voters             

feel unrepresented by their elected officials, have record levels of mistrust in government, and dislike               

political polarization. Voter turnout in the United States is consistently lower than in comparable              

democracies. Forty percent of Americans identify as independents, a clear sign of disengagement from              

politics as represented by the two-party system as it currently operates in the United States. Voters in                 

2016 (and we expect to see again in 2020) were motivated less because they liked their candidate and                  

more out of dislike of the opponent. 

This broad disengagement and mistrust are unhealthy for our democracy. Disengaged voters            

cannot act as the necessary check on politicians required in a functioning democracy. 

Although not wholly the fault of first-past-the-post voting systems, several characteristics of            

first-past-the-post exacerbate these problems. The “spoiler effect” in first-past-the-post systems leads           

to candidates winning without broad consensus support, which exacerbates the problem of voter             

alienation. Negative campaigning, an unfortunate reality of first-past-the-post, punishes female          

candidates, who are often viewed by voters through a prism of “likeability,” and worsens partisan               

rancor, civic discord, and mistrust in government. Minority candidates feel they must compete amongst              

themselves for a small share of the electorate, lowering the numbers of minority candidates or risking                

the “spoiler effect”. 

Ranked choice voting (RCV) encourages voters to cast their ballots based on preference instead              

of voting strategically. Ranked choice voting creates a result most accurate to the sentiment of the                

general public. With no real way to vote against a candidate, the only way to affect an election is to vote                     

positively. This encourages voters to cast their ballot with their preferences in mind.  

Ranked choice voting has helped create more comprehensive representation of women and            

minorities where it is in use, as seen in the Californian cities that have already adopted RCV. In a study                    

done comparing cities in the Bay Area that had adopted RCV to those that had not, they found that                   

under RCV, the probability of a female candidate winning increased from 40.2 percent to 44.6 percent.                

Similarly, the percentage of candidates running that were of color grew from 17.2% to 25.6%, in part                 

because RCV’s immunity to the spoiler effect meant that candidates of color did not have to compete                 

amongst themselves to be the single minority candidate. 

RCV discourages negative campaigns. The traditional system of voting tends to be all or nothing.               

In RCV, candidates are still counted even if they aren't a voter’s top pick, which gets rid of the need for                     

candidates to attack their competition. This also eliminates the worry about splitting the vote. 

As of 2020, there are 24 states using some form of the RCV system. All of these states reported                   

no negative consequences and most reported increased turnout. For example, Minnesota has seen an              

11% increase in voter turnout since implementing RCV in 2009. 

The Ranked Choice Voting Act would require that every election for House and Senate be               

conducted with the ranked choice system. Passing the act would ensure results more reflective of the                

electorate, civility amongst candidates, and greater power in the voter. Representative Donald S. Beyer,              



Jr. from Virginia was a co-sponsor of the bill this past session, and we commend him for taking                  

leadership thus far on this issue. 

In addition to reforming the way we vote for candidates, we must also reform the process                

whereby we create our electoral districts and populate our legislatures. Partisan gerrymandering has             

only gotten worse in an era of sophisticated technology and polarized voting patterns. When the U.S.                

Supreme Court ruled in June that partisan gerrymandering was a political issue beyond the ability of                

federal courts to decide, the justices encouraged Congress to consider a national solution. An act of                

Congress is the only way to deliver fairness to all Americans in all states. 

However, our problems go beyond gerrymandering: The problem is districting itself. A            

winner-take-all system in which only one person is elected to represent each district no longer works in                 

this era of hardened partisanship, across both geographic and racial lines. It locks most voters into                

congressional districts that are increasingly skewed toward one party, and leaves too many voters              

unrepresented and powerless to affect outcomes. 

Single-winner districts no longer work well for American democracy. Almost 90 percent of them              

are completely safe for the party that holds them. Millions of Americans -- whether urban Republicans,                

red-state Democrats, independents, women and communities of color -- are dramatically           

underrepresented, with little chance of fixing this at the polls.  

Representative Don Beyer’s Fair Representation Act helps fix this. Multi-winner districts allow            

every voter to elect someone from the major party they support. Ranked-choice elections are              

proportional, so today’s skewed outcomes -- or parties winning more seats with fewer votes -- become a                 

thing of the past. Larger districts defeat gerrymandering because the district lines simply matter less.               

Therefore, be it 
 

Therefore, be it resolved, that the Convention calls upon the Democratic National Committee to              

support and upon the Virginia Delegation to the United States Congress to co-sponsor and work to: 

1. pass H.R. 4464 - Ranked Choice Voting Act; and  

2. pass H.R. 4000 - The Fair Representation Act; and be it further resolved 
 

Therefore, be it further resolved, that the Convention calls upon Democratic members of the Virginia               

General Assembly to: 

1. enact legislation to move all voting in Virginia state and local elections to ranked-choice voting;               

and 

2. enact legislation to create a Districts Plus (mixed-member proportional representation) system           

whereby most representatives are still elected from districts, but the overall statewide vote             

received by a party’s candidates is aggregated, and then extra “accountability seats” are             

awarded to ensure fair representation.  
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