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Proposal on Responsible and Sustainable Marijuana 

Legalization in Virginia 

 

Proposal Components at a Glance: 

- Maintain state authority over the sale and distribution of marijuana and intoxicating 

marijuana derivative products at the wholesale level using the existing ABC model; 

- Dedicate a portion of the revenues earned by the state authority to a reparations fund to 

invest in communities that were disproportionately harmed by the war on marijuana; 

- Implement retroactive legality by creating a mechanism for automatic expungement and 

pardoning currently incarcerated marijuana offenders; 

- Form a state bank a la the Bank of North Dakota to hold and leverage deposits of private 

marijuana-related revenues and, over time, other state revenues; 

- Form a multi-stakeholder producer cooperative to establish, nurture, and represent the 

interests of a geographically diverse network of locally-owned small cultivators and 

manufacturers using environmentally sustainable production methods and high-road 

employment practices. 

Background: 

ORA understands that in the current environment there is increased urgency to look for 

new sources of revenue and to remedy social injustice, which presumably is what is behind 

Governor Northam’s recent announcement of his support for state legislation that would legalize 

adult recreational use of marijuana in 2021. Indeed, historically, crises have tended to lead 

governments to take stock of the economic and social effects of prohibition and to legalize and 

regulate formerly illegal goods and services.1 The economic case for legal pot is certainly clear, as 

early legalizers like Colorado are seeing about $24 million in state revenue a month.2 The social 

 
1 In his 1998 book, The Trouble with Capitalism, economist Harry Shutt shows that saturated product markets and 

tightening economic conditions in the 70s greased the wheels for the legalization of pornography. See Shutt, Harry. 

The Trouble with Capitalism: An Enquiry into the Causes of Global Economic Failure. Zed Books. New York: 1998. 

pp. 31-45. Others have pointed to the role of the financial crisis in shifting public opinion on marijuana legalization. 

See Euan Wilson, "The Coming Collapse of a Modern Prohibition", The Socionomist, July 2009, 

http://club.socionomics.net/protected/pdf/0907SOC-092910-Free-Report.pdf and Dave Gilson, "Will the Recession 

Kill the War on Pot?", Mother Jones, January/February 2011, 

https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2010/12/marijuana-use-increases-when-economy-is-bad/. 
2 Eric Rosenbaum, "Colorado Passes $1 Billion in Marijuana State Revenue”, CNBC, 12 June 2019, 

https://www.cnbc.com/2019/06/12/colorado-passes-1-billion-in-marijuana-state-revenue.html. The JLARC study 

estimates that a legal marijuana industry could produce $300 million a year in tax revenue for Virginia. See 

Chapter 10 in “Key Considerations for Marijuana Legalization”, Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission of 

mailto:ourrevolutionarlington@protonmail.com
https://ourrevolutionarlington.us/
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case is no less compelling, with around 20,000 marijuana arrests in the state in 2018 (with the vast 

majority of these for simple possession) and stark racial disparities in who is arrested.3  

Nevertheless, legalization in other states has not been without its problems. One of the 

most glaring of these is the lack of banking options for people involved in the legal marijuana 

trade.4 Colorado’s legal marijuana sellers have taken to de facto laundering of their money by 

purchasing real estate and other big-ticket assets just to have a store for the money or to make it 

clean by flipping those assets – a trend that has tended to distort housing markets there.5 Another 

problem that has arisen is inadequate regulation of various marijuana products like edibles, which 

have sent some people to the hospital.6 Yet another is the environmental impact of marijuana 

cultivation, particularly when grown on plantation style lots.7 Perhaps most concerning, however, 

is that there is a very real possibility that every aspect of this industry will be quickly monopolized 

by large, for-profit corporations and investors to the detriment of public health.8 Lastly, in a bid to 

maximize revenue, heavy taxes have been levied on legal pot, which has led to the legal market 

being undercut by the illicit one.9 In light of these serious problems, we believe Virginia needs to 

be very thoughtful and intentional in developing its approach to legalization and incorporate 

solutions to the above problems as part of a larger legislative package on legalization.  

ABC for THC: 

When alcohol prohibition ended, there was serious concern among the states about turning 

over production, distribution, and sale of alcohol to market forces that were already poised to 

 
the Commonwealth of Virginia, 16 November 2020, http://jlarc.virginia.gov/landing-2020-marijuana-

legalization.asp. 
3 Justin Jouvenal, "Marijuana Arrests in Va. Reach Highest Level in at Least 20 Years, Spurring Calls for Reform", 

Washington Post, 19 July 2019, https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/public-safety/marijuana-arrests-in-va-reach-

highest-level-in-at-least-20-years-spurring-calls-for-reform/2019/07/19/a3cca252-a9a1-11e9-a3a6-

ab670962db05_story.html. While the step toward decriminalization in the 2020 session was helpful, it still has 

potential to do harm, particularly to communities of color. See “ACLU-VA To Gov. Northam: Don't Leave 

Communities of Color Behind in Marijuana Reform”, ACLU Virginia, 27 March 2020, https://acluva.org/en/press-

releases/aclu-va-gov-northam-dont-leave-communities-color-behind-marijuana-reform.  See also Chapter 2 in “Key 

Considerations for Marijuana Legalization”, Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission of the Commonwealth 

of Virginia, 16 November 2020, http://jlarc.virginia.gov/landing-2020-marijuana-legalization.asp. 
4 Robb Mandelbaum, "Where Pot Entrepreneurs Go When the Banks Just Say No", The New York Times, 4 January 

2018, https://www.nytimes.com/2018/01/04/magazine/where-pot-entrepreneurs-go-when-the-banks-just-say-no.html 
5 Will Yakowicz, “The Marijuana Business Is Really the Real Estate Business”, Inc.com, 20 April 2016, 

https://www.inc.com/will-yakowicz/the-big-opportunity-in-marijuana-is-real-estate.html 
6 Amanda Holpuch, “Edible Marijuana Sends Outsize Number of People to Hospital, Colorado Study Finds”, The 

Guardian, 25 March 2019,  

https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/mar/25/edible-marijuana-colorado-cannabis-hospital-study   
7 Andrea Michelson, "The Cannabis Industry Is Not as Green as You’d Think", Smithsonianmag.com, 26 November 

2019, https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/cannabis-industry-not-green-youd-think-1-180973659/. There 

is also an issue of labor practices in an industry that is not quite legal. See Shoshana Walter, “In Secretive Marijuana 

Industry, Whispers of Abuse and Trafficking”, Reveal, 8 September 2016,  https://revealnews.org/article/in-

secretive-marijuana-industry-whispers-of-abuse-and-trafficking/. 
8 Amanda Chicago Lewis, "The Great Pot Monopoly Mystery", GQ, 23 August 2017, https://www.gq.com/story/the-

great-pot-monopoly-mystery. 
9 Keith McCarty, "High Cannabis Taxes Keep Black Market Alive in California", SFChronicle, 2 July 2019, 

https://www.sfchronicle.com/opinion/openforum/article/High-cannabis-taxes-keep-black-market-alive-in-

14065408.php. 

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/cannabis-industry-not-green-youd-think-1-180973659/
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monopolize these aspects of the trade – forces that moreover would push for maximum 

consumption of a toxic product whose use and abuse tends to generate many negative social 

outcomes.10 For that reason, as well as for revenue purposes, many states made the decision to 

form liquor monopolies at the end of prohibition.11 This is the history behind Virginia’s own 

Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority, which manages the sale and distribution of distilled spirits 

at the wholesale level. While the ABC model is clearly geared to “generat[ing] a reliable stream 

of revenue for Virginia”, its mission statement likewise states that it seeks to “[promote] public 

safety through the responsible sale and regulation of alcoholic beverages.”12 We believe it is the 

latter mission that should guide our approach to legalizing marijuana in Virginia.  

Marijuana may pose fewer individual and public health risks that alcohol, but it is not 

harmless (c.f. the aforementioned problems in Colorado as just one example), which would tend 

to militate in favor of maintaining close control over its distribution and sale.13 As public health 

experts Robin Room and Jenny Cisneros Örnberg argue in a recent paper on the utility of state 

monopolies in regulating “harmful but attractive substances”, once legal private interests have 

been created in a legal market, they will become effective advocates against any impairment of 

their existing financial opportunities under the system. As such, it will be much easier to impose 

restrictions at the outset rather than retroactively. They write, “the strongest argument in the 

interest of public health for constructing the market to minimize commercial interests (e.g., by 

setting it up as a government monopoly) is that such arrangements can be more effectively 

insulated from commercial pressures to “grow the market”.14 This point was echoed by the authors 

of the recent report on marijuana legalization by the Joint Legislative Audit and Review 

Commission, who unequivocally state that "[a] government control model is likely best able to 

 
10 Robin Room, "Why have a Retail Alcohol Monopoly", Robinroom.com, 19-21 August 2001, 

https://www.robinroom.net/retail.htm. In 2015, CDC researchers published a study that estimated that excessive 

alcohol consumption cost the U.S. economy $249 billion in 2010.  See Sacks et al, "2010 National and State Costs 

of Excessive Alcohol Consumption", American Journal of Preventive Medicine, Vol. 49, Issue 5, 1 November 2015, 

https://www.ajpmonline.org/article/S0749-3797%2815%2900354-2/abstract. There is a racial equity issue involved 

in this as well, since the individual licensing system for alcohol tends to produce an outcome where liquor stores are 

disproportionately sited in Black and Brown neighborhoods. See Darren Rippey, "Off the Wagon: Why ABC 

Privatization is a Bad Idea", Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy, August 2010, 

https://www.inthepublicinterest.org/wp-content/uploads/Virginia-Interfaith-Center.pdf. Studies of privatization of 

alcohol sales leads to increases in excessive alcohol consumption. See R.A. Hahn et al, "Effects of Alcohol Retail 

Privatization on Excessive Alcohol Consumption and Related Harms: A Community Guide Systematic Review." 

American Journal of Preventive Medicine, 42(4), 2012, 418–427. 
11 "Control of Liquor Sales Was States' New Job in 1933", U.S. News and World Report, 4 November 1933,  

https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/articles/2020-01-16/end-of-prohibition-gave-states-a-new-job-regulating-

liquor.  
12 See “Agency Overview”, Alcoholic Beverage Control Authority, undated, 

https://www.abc.virginia.gov/about/agency-overview.   
13 Hall, W., & Weier, M. “Assessing the Public Health Impacts of Legalizing Recreational Cannabis Use in the 

USA”. Clinical Pharmacology and Therapeutics, 97(6), 607–615, https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/25777798/. 
14 Robin Room and Jenny Cisneros Örnberg, "Government Monopoly as an Instrument for Public Health and 

Welfare: Lessons for Cannabis from Experience with Alcohol Monopolies", International Journal of Drug Policy, 

74 (2019) 223–228, http://sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0955395919302828?via%3Dihub. See also 

Rachel Barry and Stanton Glantz, “A Public Health Framework for Legalized Retail Marijuana Based on the US 

Experience: Avoiding a New Tobacco Industry”, PLoS Med 13(9): 2016, 

https://journals.plos.org/plosmedicine/article?id=10.1371/journal.pmed.1002131, p. 6. 
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achieve public health goals", because, "unlike private businesses, the state would not have a profit 

motive to advertise or otherwise promote marijuana use.”15 They likewise noted that state control 

over distribution would also “reduce the risk of legally produced marijuana being diverted to the 

illegal market”, since, “unlike a private company, the state would not have a financial incentive or 

survival motive to illegally divert marijuana for profit.”16 

Public health aside, the JLARC authors conclude that having an ABC-style authority for 

the sale and distribution of marijuana would be likely to produce the most revenue in the long 

run.17 That said, the revenue and public health missions are intricately linked. Under for-profit 

corporate ownership, wealth will be extracted from Virginia communities and funneled upwards 

to rich, absentee shareholders, further increasing already high levels of economic inequality.18 By 

contrast, public ownership allows for revenues from the sale of marijuana to be recirculated into 

Virginia communities in the form of increased investments in economic development and social 

services (such as education, healthcare, and public safety).19 Moreover, if there is a desire by the 

state government to use a portion or even all of this revenue to repair the damage that the previous 

prohibition regime did to certain areas and demographics (African Americans in particular), it 

would make sense to pursue the option that will maximize the amount of money that can be 

funneled to that effort. 

We therefore urge you to seek a state monopoly on the sale and distribution of 

marijuana and its derivative products at the wholesale level as is currently done with liquor 

through.20 As a RAND Corporation study for the state government of Vermont noted, an arms-

length state authority is no more likely to fall afoul of federal law under the Cole Memorandum 

than a private retailer, provided that the memorandum’s criteria of public order and safety are 

being met.21 A version of this model was implemented in the Canadian province of Ontario after 

marijuana was legalized nationwide in 2018. There, a publicly owned company (the Ontario 

Cannabis Retail Corporation) manages all online sales of marijuana as well as wholesale 

distribution.22 Indeed, if Ontario’s experience is any indicator, a state wholesale monopoly would 

 
15 “Key Considerations for Marijuana Legalization”, Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission of the 

Commonwealth of Virginia, 16 November 2020, p.220, http://jlarc.virginia.gov/landing-2020-marijuana-

legalization.asp. 
16 Ibid. 
17 They write “This approach could result in the most revenue for the state in the long term, because the state could 

fully capture profits from distribution and retail.” See “Key Considerations for Marijuana Legalization”, p. 221. 
18 Virginia’s medical marijuana industry is already dominated by out-of-state for-profit corporations that are already 

consolidating only a few months into the operation of medical marijuana dispensaries. See "Columbia Care Signs 

Definitive Agreement to Acquire Green Leaf Medical", Business Wire, 22 December 2020, 

https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20201222005205/en/Columbia-Care-Signs-Definitive-Agreement-to-

Acquire-Green-Leaf-Medical. 
19 For more on this, see Mathew Lawrence & Thomas M. Hanna, "Ownership FuturesTowards Democratic Public 

Ownership in the 21st Century", Common-Wealth, 2 November 2020, https://uploads-

ssl.webflow.com/5e2191f00f868d778b89ff85/5e4ac426585b238b0d40c5fb_CW_DPO_Ownership-

Futures%20Final.pdf. 
20 While this could be added to the Virginia Beverage Control Authority, health officials would likely caution 

against selling marijuana and liquor in the same store, which would necessitate a separate network of retail outlets. 
21 Jonathan P. Caulkins et al, “Considering Marijuana Legalization: Insights for Vermont and Other Jurisdictions”, 

RAND Corporation, 2015, www.rand.org/t/rr864, pp. 63-64. 
22 “About Us”, Ontario Cannabis Store, undated, https://ocs.ca/pages/about-us. 
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allow Virginia to earn the revenue it seeks, while keeping taxes low and matching or even 

undercutting the illegal market.23 We believe that Virginia should maintain the ABC model of 

having state owned stores sell marijuana products directly to product users, but these stores should 

be separate from the existing ABC liquor stores and should not be allowed to engage in 

advertising under any form.24  

If an arms-length authority is created, its governing board must include public health 

officials/experts as well as representatives of social and racial justice organizations. It is also 

imperative that public health officials be exclusively in charge of establishing regulations for both 

the medicinal and recreational marijuana industry.25  

 

Reparations and Community Reinvestment Funds 

The war on drugs, particularly marijuana, has been devastating to communities of color, 

particularly the African American community. Racial disparities in police stops, arrests, and 

sentencing have been invariable, prominent features of our law and order approach to drug to use 

since the beginning, which in turn have given rise to mass incarceration, the breakup of families, 

and extraction of wealth from communities of color.26  In light of that history, we urge you to 

ensure that a percentage of the revenue generated from the sale of marijuana products be used to 

capitalize a reparations fund to repair the communities that were disproportionately impacted by 

the war on marijuana (among other racist and discriminatory policies). This is being done in 

Evanston, Illinois and must be an inextricable part of the legalization framework.27 Racial Equity 

would likewise need to a cornerstone of the licensing process for producers, which is already being 

proposed in recommendations from the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission.28 

 
23 See Tara Deschamps, "Pot Prices at Ontario Cannabis Store Rival Those of Illicit Market for the First Time", The 

Canadian Press, 30 September 2020, https://www.thestar.com/business/2020/09/30/pot-prices-at-ontario-cannabis-

store-rival-those-of-illicit-market-for-the-first-time.html 
24 The authors of the JLARC report identify advertising as the biggest concern from a public health perspective, as it 

will be difficult to prevent youth from seeing advertisements aimed at adults. See “Key Considerations for 

Marijuana Legalization”, pp. 114-115. Public health experts Stanton Glantz and Michele Barry note that states will 

face difficulties in policing the marketing practices of for-profit marijuana retailers, since the Supreme Court has 

extended First Amendment protections to many forms of commercial advertising. See Rachel Barry and Stanton 

Glantz, "Marijuana Regulatory Frameworks in Four US States: An Analysis Against a Public Health Standard," 

American Journal of Public Health, 108 (7), July 2018, https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/29874509/, p. 920. 
25 See Barry and Glantz, “Marijuana Regulatory Frameworks…”, p. 915. 
26 Kent Willis, “The War on Drugs: A Failed Policy and a Threat to Our Constitutional Rights”, ACLU Virginia, 1 

February 2000, https://acluva.org/en/press-releases/war-drugs-failed-policy-and-threat-our-constitutional-rights. See 

also, John Hudak, "Marijuana’s racist history shows the need for comprehensive drug reform", Brookings, 23 June 

2020, https://www.brookings.edu/blog/how-we-rise/2020/06/23/marijuanas-racist-history-shows-the-need-for-

comprehensive-drug-reform/. 
27 Eric Lutz, “One City's Reparations Program that Could Offer a Blueprint for the Nation”, The Guardian, 19 

January 2020, https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2020/jan/19/reparations-program-evanston-illinois-african-

americans-slavery. See also "A Resolution: Establishing a City of Evanston Funding Source Devoted to Local 

Reparations", City of Evanston, 14 November 2019, 

https://www.cityofevanston.org/home/showpublisheddocument?id=54614. 
28 See Chapters 7 and 8 in “Key Considerations for Marijuana Legalization”. The JLARC authors note that 

community reinvestment funds in general would help the most people in disproportionately impacted areas, although 
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Community reinvestment funds could be used to address any number of issues in 

“disproportionately impacted areas” in a way that builds community wealth for the greatest number 

of people in these places.29 

Retroactive Legality 

In addition to reparations, any legalization bill must include strong elements of “retroactive 

legality”, which means our policy-making apparatus should acknowledge and move to redress both 

the failings of our prior system of drug regulation and the social and economic disparities in current 

law. Retroactive legality seeks to restore those convicted of marijuana crimes to the rights and 

civic status they would have had if their conduct had never been illegal.30  

Last year’s decriminalization bill sealed police records and prohibits employers from 

asking applicants to disclose past convictions. Court records, however, are still open to public 

investigation.31 This means that individuals who were arrested, charged, and/or convicted for 

marijuana related crimes must be able to have their court records expunged (preferably 

automatically). Moreover, if marijuana is legalized and the principle of retroactive legality is 

implemented, this means that all those currently imprisoned for marijuana related crimes must be 

pardoned and released as soon as is administratively possible.32  

State Bank of Virginia 

Regardless of the approach taken to legalization, the banking problem will remain until 

Congress acts to legalize marijuana at the federal level. For that reason, if anything less than a full, 

vertically integrated public monopoly is considered (i.e. private growers selling to the state and or 

private retailers selling a product that they receive from the state wholesaler) we urge you to create 

a state bank to hold the deposits generated from the cultivation and/or sale of marijuana by private 

entities.33  

This bank could be modeled on the 100 year old Bank of North Dakota, which is highly 

successful and does not need FDIC insurance.34 This would have the added benefit of leveraging 

those deposits for increased lending statewide and for supporting and seeding community banks 

 
may not be as targeted or provide the magnitude of benefit that social equity programs would provide individual 

entrepreneurs from the targeted communities/demographics.  
29 We suggest some priorities on our webpage: https://tinyurl.com/VAlegalpot. 
30 For more on this see Deborah M. Ahrens, "Retroactive Legality: Marijuana Convictions and Restorative Justice in 

an Era of Criminal Justice Reform", The Journal of Criminal Law & Criminology, Vol.110, 3, 2020, 

https://scholarlycommons.law.northwestern.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=7671&context=jclc. 
31 Ned Oliver, "Marijuana is Now Decriminalized in Virginia. Here’s What That Means", Virginia Mercury, 1 July 

2020, https://www.virginiamercury.com/2020/07/01/marijuana-is-now-decriminalized-in-virginia-heres-what-that-

means/. 
32 A number of expungement related bills were introduced in 2020, but were continued to 2021. See "Marijuana-

related legislation in the 2020 Virginia General Assembly", Virginia NORML, undated, 

https://www.vanorml.org/2020_legislation. 
33 Ellen Brown, "California Dreaming: Cannabis Cash, Public Banks—and the State’s Own Mini-Fed?", Truthdig, 3 

July 2018, https://www.truthdig.com/articles/california-dreaming-cannabis-cash-public-banks-and-the-states-own-

mini-fed/.  
34 "Bank of North Dakota FAQ". Bank of North Dakota. Archived from the original (PDF) on October 17, 2011. 

https://web.archive.org/web/20111017114915/http://banknd.nd.gov/about_BND/pdfs/faqs.pdf 
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and community development financial institutions (CDFIs) in communities of color and other rural 

areas to provide access to cheap capital.35  

Importantly, this state bank should be formed not only as a hedge for holding private 

marijuana money, but to leverage multiple pools of state revenue in the long run for reinvestment 

in the locally throughout the state.36 

Multistakeholder Producer Cooperative 

Lastly, if the state is to have a monopoly on the sale and distribution of marijuana products 

on the wholesale level, it should support the creation of a corresponding multistakeholder 

producer cooperative37 that: 

 1) ensures a fair price for producers in the face of a government monopsony;  

2) ensures that cultivation and manufacture of marijuana products are performed by a 

geographically diverse state network of small locally owned enterprises utilizing labor-friendly 

practices and environmentally sustainable production methods38;  

This multi-stakeholder cooperative should be incorporated as a B Corporation so that it has 

a social mission embedded into its business model.39 It could be modeled on the Fifth Season 

Cooperative in Viroqua, Wisconsin which brings together all the stakeholders in the food system 

to produce just and fair outcomes for all stakeholders.40 The social equity principles outlined by 

the authors of the state’s JLARC report should be used to help disproportionately impacted areas 

and former victims of the prohibition regime establish production-side enterprises.41  

 
35 The Bank of North Dakota has fostered a diverse retail banking environment, which, incidentally, is why North 

Dakota was so successful in taking advantage of the Paycheck Protection Program this past spring. See Andrew Van 

Dam, "North Dakota Businesses Dominated the PPP. Their Secret Weapon? A Century-old Bank Founded by 

Radical Progressives.", Washington Post, 15 May 2020, 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/2020/05/15/north-dakota-small-business-ppp-coronavirus/. 
36 David Dayen, "The Ultimate Cash Crop", The New Republic, 27 April 2018, 

https://newrepublic.com/article/147800/legal-weed-change-banking-america. 
37 A good model for this would be the Fifth Season Cooperative in Wisconsin or Our Harvest in Cincinnati, OH. 

On Fifth Season, see Stacco Troncoso, “The Fifth Season Cooperative: Building Community Wealth and a Regional 

Food System”, P2P Foundation, 4 March 2016, https://blog.p2pfoundation.net/the-fifth-season-cooperative-

building-community-wealth-and-a-regional-food-system/2016/03/04. On Our Harvest, see "Our Mission", 

ourharvest.coop, undated, https://www.ourharvest.coop/mission. On multistakeholder cooperatives in general, see 

"Solidarity as a Business Model: A Multi-Stakeholder Cooperatives Manual", Cooperative Development Center, 

2011, https://community-wealth.org/content/solidarity-business-model-multi-stakeholder-cooperatives-manual. 
38 On the issue of protecting small farmers, see Michael Polson, "Op-Ed: Get Big Agriculture out of cannabis 

farming in California", Los Angeles Times, 11 February 2020, https://www.latimes.com/opinion/story/2020-02-

11/cannabis-farms-california-agriculture-regulations. On the issue of environmentally sustainable cultivation, see 

Katie O'Reilly, "A Higher Cause: Is It Possible to Consume Organic Cannabis?", Sierra Club, 20 April 2019, 

https://www.sierraclub.org/sierra/higher-cause-it-possible-consume-organic-cannabis. 
39 Paul Zorner, "Why It Pays to Be a ‘Certified B Corporation’ in the Ag Industry", AgFunderNews, 22 October 

2019, https://agfundernews.com/why-it-pays-to-be-a-certified-b-corporation-in-the-ag-industry.html. 
40 See this profile in the USDA’s magazine Rural Cooperatives: Lihlani Skipper and Alfonso Morales, "The Right 

Blend", Rural Cooperatives, May/June 2014, pp. 12-17. 
41 See Chapters 7 and 8 in “Key Considerations for Marijuana Legalization”. 
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An important corollary to this is that tobacco and cigarette companies (like Altria) and 

alcohol companies should be banned from participating in the marijuana industry and strict limits 

should be placed on the size of the enterprises involved in cultivation.42 

   

 

 
42 Altria has already invested billions in Canada’s newly legalized industry. See Paul R. La Monica, "Marlboro 

owner Altria invests $1.8 billion in cannabis company Cronos", CNN Business, 7 December 2018, 

https://www.cnn.com/2018/12/07/investing/altria-cronos-investment-marijuana/index.html. See also, Thor Benson, 

"Big Tobacco Is Already Eyeing Pot", Rolling Stone, 25 September 2018, 

https://www.rollingstone.com/culture/culture-features/big-tobacco-pot-weed-cannabis-industry-727407/. 


